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STUDENT ENGAGEMENT: 5 WAYS TO GET AND KEEP STUDENTS’ 

ATTENTION 

1. High Energy - The same part of the brain that processes 

movement also processes learning. When planning lessons, find 

ways to incorporate movement. It doesn’t have to be dramatic—

using three different colored highlighters to highlight different 

types of information is still movement. Allowing students to “vote 

with their feet,” by strategically placing answers around the room 

and having students walk and stand by their answers is a great 

way to add movement. 

 

2. Missing information - Curiosity killed the cat, and it also 

increases student’s “appetitive” state. Academically focused 

puzzles and games whet the “mental appetite” and provide an 

element of anticipation. Incorporate academic games into your 

lessons. They are great  

previewing and reviewing activities for students. 

 

3. Mild Controversy and Competition - Students enjoy problem-

solving with their peers. When controversy is not too strong, it 

can enhance learning by adding excitement and fun into 

classroom activities. Incorporate structured debates and group 

competitions to enhance student achievement.  

 

4. The Self-System - The self-system is the system that controls 

what we decide to attend to. Everything we find personally 

interesting and valuable. Take a general inventory of your 

students’ likes. Intentionally plan critical input experiences that 

reflect the learning goal along with activities that give your 

students enjoyment, satisfaction, and pride. 

 

5. Mild Pressure - Students are smart; they look for patterns in our 

behavior. Keep them guessing and also attentive. Students will 

raise their level of attention if there is a moderate chance they will 

be called on. Mild pressure can be generated during questioning. 

Don’t stop calling on students once someone has given the right 

answer, and get several points of view to sharpen students’ 

thinking. 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Supervision Duty:  

CTE & Practical Living 

 January 9 

 Attendance Audit 

 8:15 Admin Meeting 

 3:30 Leadership Team 

 January 10 

 All Grades are Due and 

Grade Verification Sheets 

to Sandy 

 Attendance Audit 

 PLC’s 

 January 11 

 Report Cards Go Out 

 ACT Panther Prep PLC’s 

 3:30 School Wide PLC 

 January 12 

 8:30 Principals Meeting 

 3:30 PBIS Committee 

 January 13 

 9:00 Monitoring Meeting 

(Stephanie and ER Team) 

 1:00 4.0 Luncheon 

 

Remember: No School Monday, 

January 16: Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.schoolleadership20.com/profiles/blogs/robert-marzano-on-using-movement-to-boost-learning-and-attention
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/feb10/vol67/num05/Using-Games-to-Enhance-Student-Achievement.aspx
http://www.marzanocenter.com/Products-Services/item/handbook-for-the-art-and-science-of-teaching/
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Panther PBIS Positivity Corner 

 

Creating and Maintaining Positivity in Your Classroom with a Proactive Approach 

 

Positivity.  Positive classrooms.  Positive school.  These are all qualities stakeholders want in our 

classrooms, schools, and workplaces. Many times, most of us ask—or should ask—ourselves, “How can we 

be positive in our classroom and our school?” This is often difficult when the day-to-day grind immerses 

this reflective questions and others. 

 

Take a moment and gauge your own behavior in your classroom.  Is it positive and proactive?  Are you 

intentionally calling out those students who are coming in ready to learn, taking notes, helping others, and 

showing traits like responsibility and dependability?  Is it negative and reactive?  Are you responding only 

to those students who are being disruptive and distractive?  Sure, these negative behaviors need to be 

addressed, but are you reinforcing more positive behavior or more negative behavior? 

 

As we start the new year, make an intentional effort to be positive and reinforce this positive behavior with 

Panther Paws.  Set the expectation that you will reward positive behavior more than only react to negative 

behavior.  Imagine your students’ perspective:  would they rather see more of a response to negativity or be 

recognized for their positivity? 

 

This week, be intentional by doing at least one of the following: 

 
1.  Give a Panther Paw to all students in the beginning of a class period who got there before the warning bell. 
2. Give a Panther Paw to a student who is “with it.”  Compliment how he/she takes notes.  Show the class as 

an exemplar. 
3. Give a Panther Paw to those students who say “please,” “thank you,” or demonstrate other respectful 

behavior. 

 

Guide your Panther Paw distribution with the following question this year: What positive behaviors do I 

want to amplify and praise?”  The more that we as a faculty and staff praise and reinforce these behaviors, it 

sets the expectation of positive behavior.  When positive behavior becomes our critical focus, the negative 

behavior loses its place of prominence in our classrooms and our school. 

 

19th Annual Fleming County Academic Team Tournament 
 Congratulations to Kent Grannis and the Academic Team for 

hosting another successful FCAT. It was an exciting day full of bright 

students competing to show off their academic talents from across the state 

of Kentucky. Thank you to Mr. Grannis for his dedication to our students 

and this event.  
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Student Council Corner 
 

 The blue SLC (Members: 
Courtney Vice, Katie Thomas, 
Noah Hickerson, Christian 
Fronk, and Austin Hunt) would 
like to gather the final list of staff 
volunteers for the lock in we 
are planning for March 3rd. We 
would like 10 to 15 at the least. 

Please let the Student Council 
know if you will volunteer. 

 Student Council would like to 
announce they have a new Vice 
president and we would like for 
the staff and student to know 
they can contact Rosie Hunt with 
questions, ideas, pluses, and 
deltas. 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS: 
 Here is a link to a monthly calendar of events. If you have an event 

you would like to add, please let Charlotte know. Just click below: 

FCHS 2017 Monthly Calendar 

 
 This week MAP testing will begin. Sara will send info tomorrow. 

We will be using the same schedule structure as we did in the fall. 

Encourage your students to take this seriously, as this is their 

ticket in or out of Panther Prep Labs. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SsTEkFOtdjDu3kv-rjKM_Pn4lyZaZy3RrC3cc_B_CNg/pubhtml

